
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Friday 26th November 2021 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

It has been lovely being back in school this week – thank you very much for you kind messages 

and good wishes. 

As ever, it has been busy as children and teachers prepare for assessments over the next few 

weeks, but also there has been so much thoughtful learning relating to Anti-bullying fortnight 

on the theme of One Kind Word. In addition, I was very impressed with Emma’s Y4 class 

assembly on the theme of Electricity. There were many complex words to learn and the 

children were extremely mature and confident in delivering them. Well done to you all! 

 

Dates for next week 
 

 

Monday 29th November    Assessment Week for Children in Y2-Y5- 

Reading and GPS-* see note below 

 After-school clubs but please note, this is the 

last week for these clubs 

 

Tuesday 30thNovember  Photographers in school to take individual 

photos- please see note below.  

 Y2 children completing their Phonics 

Screening Test (that they missed in Year 1 

due to the lockdown) 

 Group of children from Reception going to 

Forest School 

 

Wednesday 1st December  Farm visiting school for Reception and 

Nursery children 

 Group of children from Nursery going to 

Forest School 

 Y6 Football Teams playing matches at The 

Westway Sports Centre after school. Please 

note, this is the last week for these matches 

 

Thursday 2nd December  Year 1 classes going to the Lyric Theatre 

Hammersmith to see a seasonal show called 

Father Christmas 

 

Friday 3rd December  Year 2 classes going to The Lyric Theatre to 

see Aladdin  

 

 

 



Other events for the rest of this Term  
 

 

Assessments in school 

Over the next two weeks, teachers from Y2-Y6 will be carrying out assessments (appropriate to 

the year group) in Reading, Writing and Maths to check where children are in their learning 

and to assist teachers in their future planning. 

Whilst these are not anything to worry about, please make sure that your children are on time 

having eaten breakfast so they are ready to do their best! 

Assessment Dates 

Tuesday 30th November: Children in Year 2 will be doing their Phonics screening check 

individually with their teacher 

Week beginning Mon 29th November: Children in Y2-Y5 take tests in Reading and GPS 

(Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) 

Week beginning Mon 6th December 

Children in Y2-Y5 take tests in Maths 

Children in Y6 take tests in Reading, GPS and Maths 

 

 

Individual School Photos 

Children’s individual school photos will be taken in school next week on Tuesday 30th 

November. Children will have their photos taken with siblings within school but unfortunately, 

we are unable to have extended family photos with younger babies or toddlers this year. 

Can I remind you that all children should be in full smart uniform, with clean faces and brushed 

hair! Remember that these photos will become family heirlooms! 

 

Please note, Y3 PE will be swapped due to the photos to Thursday next week and Y5 who also 

have PE on Tuesday, will need to wear their uniform to school on Tuesday and bring their PE kit 

to change – for this week only. 

 

Christmas Jumper Day: 

Christmas Jumper Day is on Friday 10th December. Children are invited to pay £1 to wear 

Christmas jumpers or Christmas colours such as red, green, silver or gold. Charity for donations 

will be chosen by the School Council. 

 

 

News and reminders 
Pam Busby 
I am writing to let you know the momentous news that Pam Busby, our Senior Admin Officer, 

has decided to retire at Christmas. Many of you, your parents and grandparents will have 

known Pam as a member of our community: she has worked here in an official capacity for 31 

years but prior to that she volunteered as a parent and some years before that, she was a 

pupil here! In addition, she has been a Governor and also a member of Avondale Extra, the 

charity that supports our school so generously.  That is some commitment to one school!  

Pam moved out of the area some years ago and is looking forward to not having the journey 

in each day as well as spending more quality time with her family. 

We will be saying a proper goodbye at the end of term but I wanted to give parents some 

warning! 

 

 
 



Governors Meeting 
 

The Governors met this week and one of our Governors, Steffanie Brown, wrote the following 

report: 

 

GOVERNING BODY MEETING 24.11.21 

 

The Governing Body for Avondale Park and St Anne’s Federation of Schools met via Zoom on 

Wednesday 24th November 2021. The meeting began with our regular format of agreeing the 

minutes from the last meeting in September.  

Katy then went through her Head Teacher’s Report, where we learned about life at school, 

including topics such as staffing, leadership and management, the School Improvement Plan, 

curriculum, behaviour, attendance, safety and SEN provision. We also learned about the new 

Home Learning format and saw some visual examples of home-learning tasks completed by 

children in various years. Katy stressed that the children have been incredibly excited and 

motivated about what they’ve been learning this term- they have enjoyed their IPC projects 

and particularly enjoyed this year’s Anti-Bullying theme.  

Katy noted that the new two-week blocks of swim lessons regime at the Kensington Leisure 

Centre for Y3 and Y4 have been very successful, and that the children have been much 

quicker to gain confidence in the water as a result. Swimming practice outside of school hours 

is encouraged, too.   

 

Katy explained that there have been many staff members who have fallen ill this term. While 

this has been a huge challenge, the school has functioned admirably well despite these tough 

circumstances thanks to the hard work and dedication of the staff.  

  

Finally, we heard about some of the other events that have taken place or being planned – 

such as the visiting workshops and various trips including theatre outings- many of which are 

made possible with the help of Avondale Extra. 

 

Finally, the Governors would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas, and all the best for the 

New Year.  

 

Christmas Playcentre at Avondale Park School 
 

For the first time ever, there will be a Playcentre here led by P3 for four days during the 

first week of the Christmas holidays for children from Y1- Y6. Please see the message 

below from P3 

 

 
 
We are pleased to advise that P3 will be holding a Christmas Holiday Play Centre at Avondale Park 

School, Sirdar road W11 4EE, with limited places available. The dates will be Monday 20 December 

to Thursday 23 December from 10am to 3pm each day. 

  

The cost will be £12.00 per child per day and  there will be a number of places available that are 

funded again free via the Holiday activities fund {HAF} which will be for those children who are 

entitled to a free school meal and must be booked in advance via magic bookings,  



  

Please note the service is For children from Year 1 upwards, also please note if you book a free place 

please ensure that you child uses the place you have booked. If there are any problems on the day 

please phone the Playcentre directly on 0808 1968850 free phone. Or 07976 113438 

  

We will be working in partnership with Lunchtime Co (the catering company at the school) and a 

hot meal will be available at lunchtime for all children who would like a hot lunch. 

  

Activities will be fun and with a Christmas theme to include building a Santa’s Grotto with 

presents and even the arrival of Santa, making of Christmas log cakes and chocolate decorations, 

Arts and crafts with Christmas theme, Sharky and George party games and a Pantomime on site 

of Dick Whittington together with the normal play and fun activities of arts and crafts, games, 

sports, construction, board games and fun. 

  

If you have any questions regarding this holiday please email colin.simmons@p3charity.org 

  

So don’t delay register today before all the places are booked. 

  

Thank you P3 Play 

  

 

 
 

 

Free Christmas Hampers 
 

SMART London in conjunction with K&C Foundation are again offering Free Christmas hampers 

available to families in RBKC. These will include fresh fruit and vegetables, special treats as well 

toys for children.  

 

Any families at Avondale Park School or St Anne’s Nursery on Free School Meals are able to 

click on the link below and fill in the form to register. If you are not entitled to Free School Meals 

but are struggling financially this year, the organisation has said that you may also be able to 

apply. 

 

https://forms.gle/4n8CenxLbbiizZNaA 

 

This year families will be asked to collect their hampers from one of 7 hubs in K&C on either the 

19th or 20th December. 

 

This project is the work of SMART London in conjunction with K&C Foundation and other 

Voluntary and Community Sector Organisations working in RBKC. You can find more 

information about this project here. 

 

It sounds an amazing treat, so I encourage parents to apply! 

 

 

mailto:colin.simmons@p3charity.org
https://forms.gle/4n8CenxLbbiizZNaA
https://www.smartlondon.org.uk/
https://thekandcfoundation.com/
mailto:hello@kcchristmascollective.com


News from the Schools 
St Anne’s Nursery 
Children in Elm class continue to thrive with their Blast off project. This week they have been 

very busy exploring trajectories by rolling toys down ramps or exploring the paint spinner. The 

space station has been a great source of amazing language. Bianca said: "I want to go to 

Pluto. Pluto is a tiny planet. Pluto is my favourite” 

 

   
 
 

 

   

 
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Avondale Park School  
Reception 

 

 
 

Year 1 
 
The theme of Anti-Bullying Fortnight this year has been ‘One Kind Word’ and Alexa’s Year 1 

have been thinking about the kind words they can use. They have made a video, giving some 

great examples so if you would like to watch it, please over your camera on you phone over 

the QR code below. The Seesaw App will come up on the phone and please click on that.  
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Year 4 
Daisy’s class have also been thinking about ‘One Kind Word’ and have also 

thought about the kind things they could say to the people who are 

important them. The following are by Luvonne, Isaiah, Sofia, Maddison and 

Deniro. 
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Year 6 
 
As part of our anti-bullying fortnight lessons in Year 6, we discussed how small, 

random acts of kindness can make our community a happier place to be. 

We came up with a wide range of acts that we could carry out here in school 

such as: using our manners, paying somebody a compliment and offering to 

help others. We then created a class ‘random acts of kindness’ chart which 

we have put up in our classroom. Every time we see one of these random 

acts being carried out, we are going to tick it off on our chart.  
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Attendance 
The class with the highest attendance last week in KS1 was Alexa’s Year 1 

Class with 95% and in KS2 it was Tim and Mary’s Year 6 Class with 96.9%. 

Overall last week, attendance was 92.5 %  which is low due to lots of winter 

bugs and sadly not meeting our target of 95.5% 

 

All children  should be in school every day but if your child is ill, I ask that you 

inform the office daily via email or by phone. 

 

Punctuality 
Thank you to parents – particularly in Y5 and 6 who have made every effort to 

get to school earlier – please keep it up. 

There are still however high  numbers of children late over the last few weeks 

and as the teachers start ‘early work’ as soon as they reach their classrooms 

before they even take the register, this impacts on children’s learning. 

 

A reminder again that Y5 and Y6 leave the playground to go to their classes 

at 8.50am so anyone not in the line to go upstairs will be marked as late. Year 

1-Y4 leave the playground at 9.00am so anyone not in the line at 9.00am will 

be marked late. Reception and Nursery classes start their learning at 9.00am  

so anyone not in the building by this time will be marked late. 

It is your responsibility to  ensure that your children  are in school on time every 

day so please make sure that this happens. 

 

Thank you.  
 
 
 

   Stars of the Week            

 

 

Class  

Nursery Well done Elm Class you are all working together so 

kindly and are showing the children from other 

classes how to be so helpful and kind. Thank you for 

being respectful and patient with all the Nursery 

classes. 

Anna’s 

Reception 

DODE for trying his very best and communicating 

more in the classroom 

Kripali’s 

Reception 

AAHID for developing his confidence to 

communicate with peers and adults - well done! 

Laura’s Year 1 MIKAEEL for taking care when completing his work 

and trying his best in English and Maths this week. 

He has also very thoughtfully supported a friend to 
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help them understand the maths activities. Keep it 

up Mikaeel! 

Alexa’s Y1 Ella for showing super perseverance in writing this 

week. You are becoming a much more 

independent learner. Keep up the good work! 

Katie’s Y2 Malika for incredible focus this week. We have 

been learning lots of new things in Maths and you 

have really challenged yourself in every lesson. You 

should be really proud of yourself for all that you 

have achieved. You are a super star!  

Phoebe’s Y2 CHRISTINE for her continuous outstanding effort and 

attention to detail in her learning. Christine has 

made a fabulous start to her character description 

of Little Red Riding Hood, using interesting 

adjectives and creative ideas. Well done Christine 

and thank you for always working incredibly hard.  

Pippa’s Y3 ISHAQ – for an excellent start to Year 3 at 

Avondale! You have quickly become a popular 

member of our class, Ishaq, participating well in all 

lessons and playtime and learning about our school 

We love your enthusiasm for learning in all subjects. 

Well done Ishaq! 

Joy’s Y3 ELLA for showing super perseverance in writing this 

week. You are becoming a much more 

independent learner. Keep up the good work! 

Emma’s Y4 WHOLE CLASS for their incredible dedication, 

teamwork and resilience during our rehearsals of 

our class assembly. You made us all proud during 

your wonderful performance and we look forward 

to your parents getting to watch on film too! Well 

done you were all superstars!  

Daisy’s Y4 MADISON has shown a great improvement in her 

focus and resilience during her learning. This week, 

she has proved that she can try all learning given to 

her even if she feels it may be challenging at first.  

Francesca’s Y5 ARBION for being such a positive and happy 

member of the class. You always start the day with 

a smile and a 'can do' attitude. Well done Arbion! 

Becksy’s Y5 WHOLE CLASS for a wonderful drama lesson at KAA 

this week. Their enthusiasm, confidence and 

resilience was tremendous with everyone being 

fully involved and participating in their 

performances.  

Russell’s Y6 HAKIM for some really well thought out 

contributions to Macbeth. You have impressed us 

with your understanding of a very complex play. 
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Tim & Mary’s Y6 RAYYAN for your supremely impressive focus in 

class. You have listened carefully, completed your 

work with care and been a role model for others. 

Well done!  

 

 

 

Congratulations to all our stars! 

 
Homework Club 
Please see information below for anyone interested in support with 

theirhomelearning at the Rugby Portobello Club – just around the corner! 
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12 Days of Christmas Raffle 
 

The first of the raffle tickets will be drawn next week, so make sure you buy 

your tickets from the office! 

 

 
 

Covid-19 
Cases of Covid continue to increase so I remind you, if your child has 

symptoms of Covid-19 they should take a PCR test and stay at home until 

they receive the result. If the result is negative they may return to school when 

they feel better, but if it is positive, they will need to stay at home for ten days.  

 

 

And finally… 

 
Have a good weekend. 

 

 
Katy Blackler 


